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ing power over nations to keep them to the equal ob-
servance of it, resolves itself into right of nature in each
to assert itself as it can. Internally, the sovereign,
besides ruling equally between man and man and pro-
viding as far as may be for the welfare of all, has main-
ly to consider by what means the being of the common-
wealth shall be preserved. For dissolution is the fate that
Hobbes sees ever impending over the body politic; and
when he advances in l Leviathan' to the definite con-
ception of the state as a huge organism, it becomes nat-
ural for him with his ready fancy to figure the sources
of civil trouble as so many specific diseases, ending in
decay and death unless the sovereign with clear insight
stand forward to stay and save.

The evils to be warded off are, first, all such erroneous
conceptions of the origin and nature of civil government,
springing from ignorance or fostered by the malevolent
purpose of designing men, as are at variance with the
plain rational theory now first propounded by Hobbes
himself. To meet them, there is but one effectual re-
source. As the sovereign power should begin by learn-
ing its own true nature and rights from the chart now
at last provided for it, so it should organise and main-
tain a system of public instruction in the civil duties of
subjects. Let the people be assembled at stated times
(like the Jews every seventh day), " and, after prayers
-and praises given to God, the Sovereign of sovereigns,
hear those their duties told them, and the positive laws,
such as generally concern them all, read and expounded,
and be put in mind of the authority that maketh them
laws." The teachers are themselves to be first taught
the like in the universities, instead of continuing to bo